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HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

| Mason Walsh
Carlsbad | Boys wrestling

Only a sophomore, Walsh scored
a major decision 10-0 victory to
capture the 113-pound weight
class in the Masters meet. He
improved to 28-2 heading into the state wrestling
championships in Bakersfield.

Revere Schmidt
S.F. Christian | Girls water polo

A junior multisport standout,
Schmidt scored four goals to
lead the Eagles past La Jolla 6-5
in the Division Il championship
game. Schmidt also won the state Division V
championship in cross country.

Nayelli Rodriguez
Bonita Vista | Girls water polo

Shutouts are rare in high-scoring
high school water polo but the
Barons senior accomplished the
feat, combining a strong defense
with 11 saves in a 9-0 triumph over Francis Parker
in the Division Il title game.

Allison Burwell
Canyon Crest | Softball

The junior got the season off to a
blazing start, going 6-for-10 in
three games, including back-to-
back home runs. She added a
triple, a double and drove in eight runs. As a
pitcher, she was 1-0 with 11 strikeouts.

=
-

= Cam McCormick
Francis Parker | Boys basketball

A senior, McCormick was the
go-to player for the top-seeded
y  teamin the Division | playoffs as
he scored 29 and 26 points,
adding double-figure rebounds in both games, as
the Lancers opened with back-to-back victories.

Michelle Crouteau
Coronado | Girls water polo

Making a dozen key saves, the
senior goalie led the No. 2
seeded Islanders past Claire-
mont 11-3 to capture the Division
I championship. Coronado advances to the SoCal
Regionals today at No. 1-seeded Yucaipa.

Nominate candidates for High School Athletes of the Week
by sending information to stevenrbrand@gmail.com.

LONGTIME CHARGERS
STAFFER ROGERS DIES

BY JAY POSNER

Pat Rogers-Thompson, who worked for
more than three decades as the public relations
secretary for the San Diego Chargers, died
Monday at her El Cajon home, her family said.
She was 90.

Rogers-Thompson joined the club on April
1, 1963, and worked through the 1995 season be-
fore retiring. She was instrumental in begin-
ning the popular Chargers Blood Drive in 1979
after kicker Rolf Benirschke became ill.

“She was not only the backbone of the PR of-
fice, but really the entire front office,” said Bill
Johnston, who worked for the club from 1979-2017.
“She seemingly knew everything about the his-
tory of the organization. Her institutional knowl-
edge — even after she retired — was priceless.”

Asagirl Rogerslived in Hawaii where her fa-
ther was a Navy radioman. She recalled as a 10-
year-old winning a dance contest with a sailor
on the night of Dec. 6, 1941. The next day, she
waved as usual at planes passing overhead her
home near Pearl Harbor, not knowing they
were from Japan.

“It was a day I'll never forget,” Rogers told
Tom Krasovic of the Union-Tribune in 1991. “Not
in my entire life. I may forget everything else in
this entire world, but I'll never forget that.”

jay.posner@sduniontribune.com

TI;VI DOUGHERTY DOUBLE EAGLE PHOTOGRAPHY

Westview High grad Mac Oribello (1) has found a college basketball home at Keystone Col-
lege in Pennsylvania, but she’ll be heading back to San Diego after her this school year.

ALUMNI REPORT

ORIBELLO’S ROAD HEADS HOME

BY JOHN MAFFEI

The long and winding road of
a basketball career that has tak-
en Mac Oribello from Westview
High to San Francisco State to
rural Pennsylvania is coming to
anend.

After four years away from
home, the Keystone College sen-
ior, who has 1,075 career points
and ranks in the college’s career
Top 10 in scoring, assists (299)
and steals (152), is looking for-
ward to a return to San Diego
and joining her brother in a fam-
ily business.

First, however, are the confer-
ence playoffs and — she hopes —
a shot at the NCAA Division III
Women’s Basketball Tourna-
ment.

The Giants — 17-7 overall, 14-4
in the Colonial States Athletic
Conference — are seeded second
in the conference tournament
and open play in the semifinals
at home Wednesday.

Standing in the way of an
NCAA Tournament berthis con-
ference champion Clarks Sum-
mit, which is 21-4, 17-1 in confer-
ence play and holds a pair of wins
over Keystone, one by two
points, one by 21.

“We won the conference tour-
nament and went to the NCAAs
my second year here,” Oribello
said. “We didn’t do well (losing
72-47 to Messiah College), but it
was a great experience.

“I want that feeling one more
time.”

Oribello stressed “one more
time” because she doesn’t plan
to use her fifth year, the 2020-21
season lost to COVID-19.

“I love it here, love the pro-
gram, the girls, but I graduate in
May (with a degree in business
and a minor in sports and recre-
ation management), and it’s
time to get back to California,”
Oribello said. “My brother has a
storein Mira Mesa where he buys
and sells vintage clothes.

“Iwant to get involved, maybe
open a second store.”

Oribello started her college
career in California at San Fran-
cisco State. She saw limited ac-
tion as a freshman and decided
to transfer.

The coaches at Keystone had
recruited her out of high school,
50 she took a chance on a small

school in rural Pennsylvania,
two hours from Philadelphia and
30 minutes from Scranton.

Keystone College has 1,300
students. La Plume, Pa., home of
the college, has a population of
570.

“Mac is a great kid with a
great personality,” said Key-
stone coach Al Berger, who is in
his first year at the school. “She’s
successful for a reason ... she
puts in the work.

“I recruited her for another
college when she went to San
Francisco State, so I knew all
about her when I got here. She’s
an incredible passer, but the fact
she’s a 1,000-point scorer is
crazy.”

Oribello has played just 65 ca-
reer games, averaging 15.6 as a
freshman, 18.3 as a sophomore
and 16.3 this season.

She was the conference’s
Rookie of the Year in 2018-19 as
well as first-team all-conference.
She was just named first-team
all-conference this season.

“Keystone is way small,” said
Oribello, who was a 1,000-point
scorer at Westview. “The classes
are small, and the weather is
really different. I had never seen
snow, the four seasons, before I
got here. But Iloveit.

“The talent in Division III is
very similar to Division II. We get
great crowds for our games.
Honestly, I couldn’t have written
a better script — 1,000 points, a
lot of wins, great friends, great
teammates, great coaches. I've
made a lot of great memories
here, and it was a very hard deci-
sion to not play next year.

“But it’s time to come home,
hopefully with a championship.”

Coaching success

Vanessa Nygaard (Carlsbad)
was recently named head coach
of the WNBA'’s Phoenix Mercury.
A star player at Stanford, Ny-
gaard played for Cleveland, Port-
land, Miami and Los Angeles in
the WNBA. Most recently, she
was the head coach at Windward
High, one of the most successful
girls programs in the nation.

¢ Jennifer Gross (University
City) has 198 wins in just under 11
seasons as head women’s
basketball coach at UC Davis. A
star player in high school, Gross
scored 1,243 points as a player at

UC Davis and had 448 assists,
300 steals and 163 3-pointers.
The Aggies, who are 12-10 this
season, have made two NCAA
Tournament appearances and
been to the WNIT three times
under Gross’ leadership.

Men’s basketball

JJ Overton (Rancho Ber-
nardo) is averaging 12.5 and 3.7
rebounds as a senior at Weber
State. A transfer from Utah Val-
ley, he had a career-high 21
points against Idaho State and
UMass.

¢ Freshman AJ Burgin (San
Diego) is averaging 2.0 points
and 1.3 rebounds at Idaho State.
He had a career-high 15 points
vs. Bethesda.

e Jalen Flanagan (El Ca-
mino) is averaging 9.4 points and
4.9 rebounds through 24 games
at San Francisco State with a
high of 21 vs. Chico State. Fresh-
man Sam Kramer (La Costa
Canyon) has played in 12 games
and is averaging 1.5 points and
2.1 rebounds.

¢ Sophomore Chibuzo Agbo
(St. Augustine) is averaging 1.4
points and 1.2 rebounds for 21-6
Texas Tech.

¢ Kobe Sanders (Christian) is
averaging 6.5 points and 2.7 re-
bounds at Cal Poly SLO. Nick
Carlson (Helix) has played in
five games.

Baseball

Prospects Live lists six play-
ers with San Diego connections
among its Top 250 players eligi-
ble for the MLB Draft.

USD left-hander Brycen
Mautz is listed at No. 102; Ole
Miss right-hander Derek Dia-
mond (Ramona) is at 106; Van-
derbilt first baseman Spencer
Jones (La Costa Canyon) is at
117; Oregon outfielder Anthony
Hall (Clairemont) checks in at
1568; San Diego State right-
hander Troy Meltonis at 197 and
Alabama shortstop Jim Jarvis
(Clairemont) is at 231.

Jones was considered a left-
handed pitching prospect, but
had Tommy John surgery and is
now limited to hitting.

John Maffei’s Alumni Report appears
during the college seasons. Readers are
encouraged to submit information to
john.maffei@sduniontribune.com
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also suspended Baffert for
90 days and fined the Hall of
Fame trainer $7,500 on Mon-
day. The decision followed a
Feb. 14 hearing that was
closed to the public and me-
dia.

Clark Brewster, an attor-
ney for Baffert, said he
would appeal the ruling.

“This ruling represents
anegregious departure from
both the facts and the law,”
Brewster said, “but the nu-
merous public statements
by KHRC officials over the
last several months have
made perfectly clear that
Bob Baffert’s fate was de-
cided before we ever sat
down for a hearing before
the three stewards, one of
whom is directly employed
by Churchill Downs as the
racing director at Turfway
Park.”

The California Horse
Racing Board said it will
honor Baffert’s suspension
at its tracks. He is based at
Santa Anita, where he has
already won some of this
season’s 3-year-old prep
races for the Xentucky
Derby.

The CHRB also said it
will honor any stay or pre-

liminary  injunction  if
granted by Kentucky racing
officials or a court.

Medina Spirit collapsed
and died on Dec. 6 of a heart
attack following a training
run at Santa Anita less than
a month after finishing sec-
ond in the Breeders’ Cup
Classic at Del Mar. Anecrop-
sy found no definitive cause
ofthe horse’s death.

Baffert initially denied
wrongdoing after a postrace
drug test revealed 21
picograms of betametha-
sone in the horse’s system.
Baffert later acknowledged
treating the horse with a
topical ointment containing
the corticosteroid for a skin
inflammation.

Churchill Downs sub-
sequently suspended Baf-
fert, citing a recent spate of
failed drug tests by his
horses. Baffert sued the rac-
ing commission last June,
seeking custody of remnant
samples of Medina Spirit’s
blood and urine for subse-
quent testing to prove that
the steroid did not come
from an injection.

Another Baffert attor-
ney, Craig Robertson, said in
December that a urine test
from a split sample showed
the steroid came from an
ointment.

Animal Wellness Action
Executive Director Marty
Irby applauded the stew-
ards in a statement for tak-
ing action against Baffert,
whom he called “American
horse racing’s most infa-
mous violator.”

“Baffert continues to
drag horse racing through
the mud in scandal after
scandal,” Irby said, “and we
call on every racing jurisdic-
tioninthenationtohold him
accountable by reciprocat-
ingthe Kentucky Horse Rac-
ing Commission’s suspen-
sion in their own state. We’re
elated that Baffert won’t be
participating in the upcom-
ing 2022 Kentucky Derby
and believe the horses willbe
better off, and the event will
have more credibility, with-
out him.”

Graves writes for The Associated
Press.

SCOREBOARD

NBA Standings 3. Auburn 243 1313 2 tal points based on 25 points for a first-place vote Bridgeport at Springfield, 4:05 p.m. Jaqueline Adina Cristian, Romania, def. Elena
WESTERN CONFERENCE 4. Purdue 24-4 1299 5 | through one point for a 25th-place vote and previ- Lehigh Valley at WB/Scranton, 4:05 p.m. Rybakina (11), Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-3.
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Utah 36 2 61— 14. Houston 224 734 14 | 8.LSU 23-4 510 11 | AtDubai, United Arab Emirates Perez, Australia, def. Oksana Kalashnikova, Geor-
Denver 325 569 3 15. lllinois 197 666 12 | 9 lowa St 204 508 6 | Purse:$2,794,840 gia, and Maryna Zanevska, Belgium, 6-3, 6-2.
Minnesota 31 28 525 5% 16. USC 234 586 17 | 10.Indiana 19-5 485 5 | Men’s Singles Alicja Rosolska, Poland, and Erin Routliffe, New
Portland 25 34 44 1% 17 Tennessee 197 580 16 | 1L Texas 196 469 14 | Round of 32 Zealand, def. Kamilla Rakhimova, Russia, and
Oklahoma City 18 40 310 18 18 Arkansas 216 502 23 12. Arizona 19-5 429 8 Jiri Vesely, Czech Republic, def. Marin Cilic, Clara Tauson, Denmark, 5-7, 6-2, 10-7.
Southwest W L Pet. GB | 19 MuraySt 22 371 21 | 13.Maryland 207 425 13 | Croatia 64,76 (3). . Jessica Pegula and Coco Gauff, United States,
Memphis a9 683 — 20. Texas 19-8 349 20 14. Notre Dame 20-6 288 19 . Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Malek Jaziri, def. Lyudmyla Kichenok, Ukraine, and Jelena
| 21, UConn 197 340 24 | I15.Florida 207 287 17 | Tunisia 67(4)6264. Ostapenko (6), Latvia, 63, 6-2.
Dallas 34 24 58 6 h Taro Daniel, Japan, def. David Goffin, Belgium
22. Ohio St. 167 320 18 | 16.Tennessee a6 273 12 » Japan,  Belgium, .
New Orleans 23 35 397 17 3 7.
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Indiana 20 40 333 18% Texas 2, Wagner 1, Vermont 1, Creighton 1. - regon § Bublik, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (6), 6-4. Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, def. Qinwen Zheng
Detroit 13 45 224 24y Monday’s Results 25 Georgia 188 44 21 Sander Gille and Joran Vliegen, Belgium, def. | (8), China, 6-3, 2-6, 6-2.
Top 25 Others receiving votes: Kansas 39, Princeton | Daniel Evans and Ken Skupski, Britain, 6-4, 7-5. Wang Qiang, China, def. Lauren Davis, United
Southeast w L Pct. GB No. 10 Baylor 66, O_klahoma St. 64, OT 16, UCF 8, Washington St 6, Villanova 5, Liberty 3, States, 6-2, 6-1.
Miami 37 2 638 - No. 12 UCLA 66, Arizona St. 52 Toledo 2, UNLY 2, Dayton 1. ATP Abierto Mexicano Telcel Sloane Stephens (6), United States, def.
Charlotte 29 30 492 8% No. 22 Ohio St. 80, Indiana 69, OT ) At Acapulco, Mexico Brenda Fruhvirtova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-2.
Atlanta 28 30 .48 9 West Women’s Results Purse: $1,678,065 Lucia Bronzetti, Italy, def. Caty McNally, United
Washington 26 31 45  10% N. Colorado 77, Idaho St. 70 Top 25 : Men's Singles States, 67 (5), 6-3, 63.
Orlando B 4 27 25 5. Utah 79, N. Arizona 48 No. 21 lowa 88, No. 10 Indiana 82 Round of 32
Atlantic W L Pt GB San Francisco 104, Pacific 71 West Taylor Fritz (7), United States, def. Adrian Man- | SOCCER
- - : Southwest Gonzaga 74, Santa Clara 58 narino, France, 6-3, 6-3. International Results
Philadelphia % 23 603 - Liberty 85, Cent. Arkansas 66 Idaho 70, Montana 69 Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Brandon | (Home teams listed first)
Boston 34 26 567 2 TCU 77, West Virginia 67 Montana St. 82, Portland St. 57 Nakashima, United States, 6-4, 6-4. Spain La Liga
Toronto 32 25 561 2% Texas Southern 70, Ark.-Pine Bluff 68 Portland 89, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 84 John Isner, United States, def. Fernando Ver- Celta Vigo 1, Levante 1
Brooklyn 3127 53 4 Midwest S. Utah 90, N. Arizona 67 dasco, Spain, 7-5, 67 (4), 7-6 (3). Italy Serie A
New York 25 34 424 10% Drake 74, Indiana St. 58 Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, def. Sebastian Korda, Cagliari 1, Napoli 1
Monday's results Loyola Chicago 59, llinos St. 50 HOCKEY United States, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5. Bologna 2, Spezia 1
No games scheduled. SIU-EdwardszIe 66, E lllinois 52 AHL Standings
Today’s games Valparaiso 74, Evansville 69 Western Conference WTA Qatar Open HIGH SCHOOLS
No games scheduled. SO s AGM 71 Florida AGM 63 Pacific W L OLSLPts GF GA | AtDoha, Qatar GIRLS WATERPOLO
Wednesday's games Aot o1 89 Bethune-Cook 78 Stockton 29 8 3 1 62 146 106 Purse: $2,632,448 Southern California Regionals
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Thursgay’s games Marshall 74, Southern Miss. 60 Ontario 279 3 3 60 170 132 Round of 64 Division |
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Boston at Brooklyn, 4:30 p.m. Middle Tennessee 77, UTEP 59 Celn e&son 51 1 3 3 54 150 134 | Dodin France 64,62 (8) Agoura at (1) Newport Harbor
Atlanta at Chicago, 5 p.m. North Carolina 70, Louisville 63 olorado Tereza Martincova, Czech Republic, def. Elina (5) Foothill at (4) Bishop's
Memphis at Minnesota, 5 p.m. Prairie View 69, MVSU 64 Abbotsford 21 16 3 1 46 138 122 | gyitoling (10), Ukraine, 67 (2), 7-5, 7-6 (5). (3) Orange Lutheran at (6) Corona del Mar
Phoenix at Oklahoma City, 5 p.m. SC State 79, Delaware St. 74 GULLS lo 22 2 1 34112 134 Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, def. Andrea (2) Laguna Beach at (7) Grossmont
Denver at Sacramento, 7 p.m. Samford 76, The Citadel 74 Tucson 16 23 2 0 35 113 163 Petkovic, Germany, 6-4, 6-4. Division Il
Golden State at Portland, 7 p.m. East ) San Jose 15271 0 31 128 180 Magda Linette, Poland, def. Alison Riske, United | Today's quarterfinals
Boston College 71, Florida St. 55 Note: Two points are awarded for a win, one point | States, 2-6, 7-6 (5), 6-1. (8) Coronado vs. (1) Yucaipa at Crafton Hills
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Colgate 63, American 49 for an overtime or shootout loss. Top four teams in Caroline Garcia, France, def. Simona Halep, Ro- | College
The Top Twenty Five Coppin St. 86, Howard 82 each division advance to playoffs. mania, 6-4, 6-3. (5) La Jolla at (4) Huntington Beach Edison
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ col- Lafayette 84, Holy Cross 61 Monday’s results Coco Gauff (14), United States, def. Shelby Rog- (6) Bonita at (3) Carlshad
lege basketball poll, with first-place votes in pa- mafy‘aﬂg 625%,3” St[kesl - Milwaukee 4, Manitoba 2 ers, United States, 6-2, 6-3. (2) La Costa Canyon vs. EI Segundo at EI Se-
rentheses, records through Feb. 20, total points organ St & orfolk St. 5 0 Syracuse 6, Belleville 2 Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic, def. Irina-Came- | gundo Aquatic Center
based on 25 points for a first-place vote through Syracuse 74, Georgia Tech 73, OT Toronto 6, Laval 2 lia gegu';?omima’ %‘3 6'1-d  Ala Torl _?i‘(liiSiOH i final
one point for a 25th-place vote and previous rank- . Today’s game aria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Ajla Tomljanovic, oday’s quarterfinals
ing P P P WOMEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL Texas at lowa, 5 p.m. Australia, 6-4, 67 (4), 6-2. (8) EI Camino Real at (1) Palisades
Record Pts  Pvs The AP Women's Top 25 ) , | Wednesday’s games Elise Mertens (16), Belgium, def. Jasmine Pao- (4) Santa Fe Christian vs. (5) Eagle Rock at Los
1. Gonzaga (61) 232 1525 1 The top ﬁS tegmi mb Wlhe /nsso_c;]atff_ed Prless Grand Rapids at Cleveland, 4 p.m. lini, Italy, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. Angeles Yosemite Park Pool
2. Arizona 242 1461 3 | womens college bas etball poll, with first-place Laval at Toronto, 4 p.m. Jil Teichmann, Switzerland, def. Angelique Ker- (3) Lake Balboa Birmingham at (6) Chino Hills
' votes in parentheses, records through Feb. 20, to- ber (13), Germany, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. (7) Bonita Vista at (2) Corona Centennial

ODDSBOARD
SPORTS BETTING LINE
(Home team listed in CAPS)

College Basketball
Favorite Line Underd

San Diego State
.. MIAMI (OH)
... Bowling Green
.. GEORGE WASHINGTON
...Michigan State
..... Rhode Island

MISSOURI
.Charleston (SC)
TERN MICHIGAN
Oklahoma

.Nebraska
seph’s (PA)
UCONN Villanova
Fresno State AIR FORCE
UTAH STATE. .. New Mexico
CSU Bakersfi CAL POLY
NHL
Favorite Underdog
St. LouiS ....eveeeere’205 PHILADELPHIA..........+168
Minnesota -184  OTTAWA
Toronto.... COLUMBUS ..
FLORIDA . Nashville .
ANAHEIM San Jose..
New York...... 160  SEATTLE. +132

For the latest odds, go to FanDuel Sportsbook,
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/

TRANSACTIONS
FOOTBALL
National Football League

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Re-signed CB Mar-
vell Tell Ill.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Named Matt Daniels
special teams coordinator, Daronte Jones defen-
sive backs coach, Ben Kotwica assistant special
teams coach, Wes Phillips offensive coordinator
and Mike Smith outside linebackers/pass rush
specialist.

WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Named Juan
Castillo tight ends coach.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ARIZONA COYOTES — Traded G Carter Hutton
to Toronto in exchange for future considerations.

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS — Reassigned F Josi-
ah Slavin to Rockford (AHL).

NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Recalled F Matt
Luff from Milwaukee (AHL).

NEW YORK ISLANDERS — Reassigned G Cory
Schneider to Bridgeport (AHL).

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned G Filip
Gustavsson to Belleville (AHL).

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS — Reassigned F
Radim Zohorna to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton (AHL).
Activated LW Drew O'Connor from injured reserve
and re-assigned him to Wilkes Barre/Scranton.

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Promoted D Madi-
son Bowey from Abbotsford (AHL).

SOCCER

FC DALLAS — Signed G Antonio Carrera to a
three-year contract.

HOUSTON DYNAMO FC — Waived M Joe Co-
rona.



